
The Old Man and the Sea Activity booklet 

©

Pages references relate to the Heinemann version of the novel. 
 
Hemingway’s use of simile (page 5) 
 
Find three similes on page 5, then copy and complete the sentences below: 
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1.  Hemingway uses the simile ‘…’ to suggest …
 

2.  Hemingway uses the simile ‘…’ to suggest …
 
3.  Hemingway uses the simile ‘…’ to suggest …
 2007 www.teachit.co.uk 7238.doc Page 1 of 9 

 

 

he relationship between the old man and the young boy (pages 6–9) 

his relationship is based on a number of qualities.  Find supporting quotations to 
ack up each of these ideas: 

brotherly love honesty 

respect faith 

equality loyalty 

 

he old man’s poverty (pages 10–16) 

ake a list of supporting quotations on these pages to support the idea of the old 
an’s poverty. 

he old man’s dreams (pages 16–17) 

. What does the old man dream of? 

. What is the purpose of dreams in the old man’s life? 

. What do the old man’s dreams tell you about his relationship with Nature? 
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The presentation of the sea (pages 18–21) 
 
Copy and complete the following table to emphasise the different attitudes of 
the two generations of fishermen towards the sea – 
 

The old man’s attitude The young generation’s attitude 

• La mar 
 
•  

 
•  

 
•  

 

• El mar 
 
•  

 
•  

 
•  

 

Now copy and complete the extract below using the words provided.  (Note the 
connectives of contrast which are underlined and in bold!) 
 
The old man uses the words _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to describe the sea.  However, the younger 

generation of fishermen use the words _ _ _ _ _ .  To the old man the sea is _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ whereas it is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to the newer generation of men who fish for a 

living.  These men see her as an _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ or a 

_ _ _ _ _ , whilst, the old man sees the sea as a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ or _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  Even 

if the sea is _ _ _ _ __ or harsh the old man will _ _ _ _ _ _ _ her. 
 

Choose from the following words to fill the gaps: 
 

 enemy  el mar  feminine  forgive  masculine  
la mar  cruel  lover  contestant  partner  

 
 
The old man as a fisherman (pages 21–29) 
 
1. List the different depths to which the old man casts his baits and explain why he 

does this. 
 
2. What simile does the author use to describe the thickness of the old man’s fishing 

lines? 
 
3. How does the old man manage his lines in a way that makes him different to the 

other fishermen? 
 

4. What does the old man’s reaction to the man-of-war bird tell you about him as a 
fisherman? 
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5. What does the old man describe as agua mala and why does he do this? 
 

6. Why does the old man sympathise with the turtles? 
 

7. What type of fish does the old man catch first? 
 

8. What metaphor does the old man use to describe the shape of the fish he has 
caught? 

 

9. What does the phrase ‘hit him on the head for kindness’ mean? 
 

10. What has been considered a ‘virtue’ at sea and why do you think this is? 
 
You could now draw an image of the old man in his boat at sea with his lines at their 
various levels in the water and the animals he has come into contact with so far. 
 

 

 

The old man’s relationship with nature (pages 30–40) 
 

Find supporting quotations to back up the following points about the old man’s 
relationship with the marlin he has caught: 
 

1. He is intrigued by it – 

2. He communicates with the marlin – 

3. Both the old man and the marlin are isolated from everyone else – 

4. Like the old man, the marlin is very strong – 

5. Like the old man, the marlin is portrayed as intelligent and wise – 

6. Both the old man and fish are masculine – 

7. Both the old man and fish are injured – 

8. Both the old man and the great marlin are very determined – 

9. The old man is respectful of the marlin – 

10. Both fish and man are fighting for their own survival – 
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The description of the marlin (pages 44–45) 
 
Link each quotation with the language feature it includes and a comment 
 

Quotation Language 
feature Comment 

1) ‘bulged’ a) adjective i) reinforces that the marlin’s sword 
is strong and durable  

2) ‘He came out 
unendingly …’ b) simile ii) emphasises how sharp it is  

3) ‘… bright in the sun 
and his head and back
were dark purple … 
and a light lavender.’ 

 c) adverb iii) reinforces how dangerous the 
sword of the marlin is  

4) ‘His sword was as long 
as a baseball bat.’ d) verb iv) reinforces the graceful way in 

which the marlin swims 

5) ‘… and tapered like as 
rapier’ e) metaphor v) emphasises the sheer length of 

the marlin  

6) ‘… it re-entered it 
smoothly like a diver.’ f) simile vi) suggests that the marlin is so big 

that it displaces lots of water  

7) ‘the great scythe blade’ h) simile vii) implies the great beauty of the 
marlin 

 
Santiago El Campeon (pages 49–51) 
 
Write down some quotations from these pages that illustrate the old man’s prowess at 
arm wrestling. 
 
Explain why you think Ernest Hemmingway included this story about arm wrestling.  
What purpose does it serve in the story? 
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Tracking the fish’s last movements (pages 59–68) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select and write down the movements of the fish in the run up to the old man 
killing it.  The first one is done for you – 
 
1.  He woke with the jerk of his right fist coming up against his face and the 
line burning out through his righ  hand (page 59) t
 
2. 
 
3. 

 
 

 
 
 
The killing of the great marlin (pages 68–69) 
 
Answer the following questions about key quotations – 
 
1. What do you think the author means by the phrase ‘Then the fish came alive, wi h

his death in him, and rose high out of the water showing all his g eat length and
width and all his power and beauty.’ 

t  
r  

.
. t

 
2. What does the author mean by the phrase ‘There is very much slave work to be 

done now that the great fight is over.’ 
 
3. What does the writer mean by the phrase ‘I want to see him, he thought   But that 

is not why I wish to feel him   I think I fel  his heart, he thought.’ 
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The attack of the Mako and Galano sharks (pages 72–83) 
 
Copy and complete the table to help you explore the different attitudes the old 
man has towards the different sharks – 
 
 
 

Shark Mako Galano 

Adjectives used to 
describe them   

Similes used to describe 
it   

How it feeds and what 
this suggests about it   

How it swims and what 
this suggests about it   

How their heads are 
described and why   

What we are told about 
their relationship with 
the turtles and why this 
is important 

  

Main similarities 
between them  

Main differences 
between them  

Old man’s attitude to 
them   
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The comparisons between the old man and Jesus Christ 
 
Copy and complete the table below, to show your understanding of why the old 
man is compared to the figure of Jesus Christ. 
 

Jesus Christ The Old Man 

He had nail wounds in his hands  

His head was wounded by a crown of 
thorns  

He carried his cross as he walked to 
the hill of Calvary  

He fell as he carried the cross  

He was a leader, a mentor for others  

He was crucified  

 
If you were writing about the similarity between the old man and Jesus, you might 
want to include: 
 

• The physical damage the old man suffers – hands, face, body – and how his 

wounds are like those of Jesus 

• The old man’s isolation throughout the long battle 

• The fact that he ends up with absolutely nothing 

• How he describes his situation 

• What Jesus represented and how the old man’s teaching will live on in the young 

boy 

• The young boy’s continued faith and belief in the old man 

• His determination to fish with him again 

• What their relationship reveals about mankind today 

 
What other ideas may you want to add? 
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The relationship between the old man and the boy 
 
Match each quotation with a key word to describe the relationship between the 
old man and the boy.  (Remember – there are not necessarily any ‘right’ 
answers.) 
 

Respect 
‘But remember how you went 87 days without fish 
and then we caught big ones every day for three 
weeks.’  

Trust ‘I must get him another shirt and jacket for the winter 
and some sort of shoes and another jacket.’  

Love ‘You are already a man.’ 

Loyalty ‘If I cannot fish with you, I would like to serve in 
some way.’ 

Faith 
‘There was no cast net …They went through this 
fiction every day.  There was no pot of yellow rice and 
fish and the boy knew this too.’ 

Honesty ‘… you were nearly killed when I brought the fish in 
too green.’ 

Paternal 
affection 

‘I know you did not leave me because you doubted.’ 

Understanding ‘I have not wished to open the container until you 
were ready.’ 

Concern ‘The old man had taught the boy to fish and the boy 
loved him.’ 

Equality 
‘The boy took the old army blanket off the bed and 
spread it over the back of the chair and over the old 
man’s shoulder.’  

Care ‘If you were my boy I’d take you out and gamble.’ 
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Imagine that you are the old man 
 
A local newspaper reporter from Havana has been asked by his/her editor to 
write an interview about an interesting person in the locality.  He has chosen to 
write about you.  Read the questions below and write the answers that you 
think the old man would give. 
 
1. How would you describe yourself? 
 
 
2. Tell me about your past life, things you have done and places you have visited. 
 
 
3. What interests and hobbies do you have? 
 
 
4. How would you describe your life? 
 
 
5. I am told that the local fishermen laugh and ridicule you as you have not caught a 

fish in a long time.  How does this make you feel? 
 
 
6. Why do you think you have not been successful as a fisherman recently? 
 
 
7. Who is the most important person in your life? 
 
 
8. Why is this person so special to you? 
 
 
9. You have lived your life on the sea.  What is your attitude towards the sea? 
 
 
10. Tell me about the most interesting adventure you have had at sea. 
 
 
Now, write the feature article! 
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